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Author: James P. Dunlop, In Partnership with the electrical training ALLIANCE
502 pages, 395 illustrations, hardcover
Photovoltaic Systems is a comprehensive guide to the design and installation of 
residential and commercial PV systems. Numerous illustrations explain the con-
cepts behind how PV arrays and other components operate, and photographs of 
actual installations show how components are integrated together to form com-
plete systems.

Copyright © Attribution Non-Commercial (BY-NC)
This document provides guidance on solar construction safety. It discusses gen-
eral jobsite safety, lifting safety, ladder safety, fall protection, and solar plumbing 
safety. For each topic, it recommends evaluating potential hazards, understanding 
associated injuries, and developing safety procedures, policies, and plans. Emer-
gency response procedures are also outlined. The goal is to help solar contractors 
identify and address safety issues to prevent accidents and injuries.

The ultimate goal of this guideline is to provide a basic knowledge of how to 
inspect a PV system so that a field inspector can take this framework and develop 
the experience necessary to perform these inspections quickly and thoroughly. 
Too many badly designed and installed PV systems have been approved to date. 
By clarifying the issues of concern, and providing a detailed checklist for the field 
inspector, fewer poorly designed and installed systems will be approved. As local 
inspectors become familiar with typical products and sound installation tech-
niques, contractors doing marginal work will be forced to improve or find another 
line of work.

This guide is one of the “primary references” utilized by the Examination Commit-
tee in creating  test questions for the NABCEP PV Installation Professional; how-
ever, it should not be considered  the sole resource to use in preparing to take the 
certification exam. Questions on the exam are developed using material in all of 
the primary resource, particularly the National Fire Protection Agency’s National 
Electrical Code.
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